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Page 10-14 The Diesel Horse
German tractor-maker Fendt have always had a pioneering 
spirit, and have been responsible for some very advanced 
tractors down through the years. We go back to their roots 
with Martin Keelan’s award-winning 1942 Dieselross.

Originally published in Issue 22 March 2008

Contents
Page 4-9 Lil’ Blue Coup
On paper the Opel Kadett 1.2S coupe is no exotic, with a 
small ohv engine and a fairly basic equipment specification. 
However, its curvaceous styling and lively driving style make 
it a joy to own, as Frank McDaid can attest.

Letter from the editor

Welcome to Irish Vintage Scene’s dip 
into the archives. In this free online 
magazine we go back in time to pick 
out some of our readers’ favourite 
features from our fourteen-year 
history, as well as looking at a fondly-
remembered event from the past, 
and a competition too. We will notify 
you every time each new ‘From the 
Archives’ becomes available, and will 
email you a convenient link to this free 
read, so you’ll never miss an issue.
Thanks for reading, 

Thomas Heavey, Managing Editor.

Originally published in ISSUE 73 JUNE 2012
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Page 20-24 BROUGH Justice
Having spent almost forty years sitting derelict in a shed, this 
Brough Superior 680 really deserved to find a new owner that 
would restore and cherish it. Luckily, that’s the way it worked 
out.

Originally published in Issue 57 February 2011

Page 26-30 The Turning tide
Although Billy Frahill had never owned a vintage or classic 
vehicle in the past, about four years ago the chance sighting 
of a classified advert for this ex-Maltese Bedford J5 ignited 
memories of his childhood spent in and around the lorries 
his father used to drive. Now, having restored his truck to 
fine condition, he’s a fully-fledged member of the vintage 
community.

Originally published in ISSUE 84 MAY 2013

Page 32-37 short circuits
When a childhood passion turns into an adult obsession, 
great things can come of it. Des Earle’s very special Vauxhall 
Chevette HSR replica is one such example.

Originally published in issue 20 JANuary - MARch 2016
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Identify the car?

Put your car-spotting skills to the test here, by telling us what kind 
of car this is! The winner will be picked at random from the correct 
entries received, and will win a year’s subscription to Irish Vintage 
Scene. Simply click HERE to enter! (Winner announced 29th May)

(click here)
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IRISH VINTAGE SCENE 69

Thanks...
Benny would like to thank Ben and Steve at EcoBlast in Kilcoole for the restoration work, Ivan at A&T Autostyle in Kilkenny for the upholstery, Eddie 
Laycock in Dublin for engine work, Eagle Electroplating in Northern Ireland for the re-zincing of parts, and Castle Chrome in England for the chrome 
plating.

 Meanwhile, on the mechanical side of things it was 
decided that as the overall bike was in such poor condition, the 
status of the engine couldn’t be trusted. Instead of a cosmetic 
makeover, Benny took the plunge and the engine was completely 
stripped and rebuilt, with the help and input of renowned restorer 
Eddie Laycock in Dublin. A new exhaust was fi tted as the original 
had rotted away, and the wheels were rebuilt using new rims and 
spokes mated to the restored hubs. And, of course, a new 2.25-17 
tyre was fi tted up at each end.

 With the main elements of the bike coming together, it 
was time for the paint to be laid on in the original bright red shade, 
which was handled by sprayer Stephen at EcoBlast. Then, the 
engine could be installed and the fi nishing details could be added. 

It’s easy to assume that, being so much smaller, a motorcycle is 
much simpler to put back together than a car – it’s true to an extent, 
but there are far more components in even a simple motorcycle 
than you’d think. The list of new parts runs to the headlamp, taillight 
and indicators, footpeg and handlebar rubber grips, kickstart lever, 
and plenty more besides. The all-important saddle was rebuilt and 
reupholstered by Ivan at A&T Autostyle in Kilkenny to cap off the 
restoration. Since its completion the stunning little S90 has done 
the rounds at various classic shows, where it not only showcases 
perfectly EcoBlast’s services, but also brings many bikers on a trip 
down memory lane, just as it does with Benny. His next project, a 
very early Cork-built Mk1 Escort, is already making progress as we 
write, and we’re sure it will emerge just as good as this Honda.

It sounds small on paper, but the alloy 90cc overhead-cam four-stroke single is a very willing little unit, and great fun in such a light bike. This one’s been 
completely rebuilt.

Powdercoating & Blasting 

Unit 3C, Kilcoole Ind. Estate, 
Kilcoole, Co. Wicklow

Call 01-2811711 or 086 3727446
or visit our website www.ecoblast.ie

We specialise in the restoration of motorcycle and 
old car parts, wheels, frames, engines and so on. We 
can powdercoat your parts in any colour, or restore 
aluminium back to new with our vapour-blast process. So 
whether it’s a classic car or bike, we have the job covered.

Our services include
l POWDERCOATING
l SHOTBLASTING
l VAPOURBLASTING
l SODABLASTING
l ALLOY WHEEL REFURBISHMENT
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50 RETRO CLASSICS

 Inside the cabin, this Mini is all business. Finished in the 
same Porsche white as the exterior, it’s nice and bright for a rally car, 
and neat touches abound. The carbon fibre dashboard takes centre 
stage, with the driver faced by only the most important instruments 
for stage use: the tachometer, shift light, water temperature and 
oil pressure. The Sparco steering wheel acts upon a Quaife quick 
rack, with electric power steering fitted to make it easier to muscle 
that wide-track front end around tight corners, and the gearchange 
mechanism has been moved into the cabin from its usual spot under 
the floor for ease of access. Securon harnesses hold Chris and his 
navigator into their Cobra Monaco Pro seats, and as for the big 
vertical hydraulic handbrake, well we don’t really need to spell out 
what that’s for! 

 Even though it’s been lying finished since last summer, 
Chris hasn’t yet had the chance to use this weapons-grade Mini as 
was intended. On the morning of our shoot it popped and banged 
as Chris coaxed it from its slumber from stone cold, erupting into 
life with a window-rattling blare as the big Weber got some fuel 
through its veins. It takes a bit of work to get off the line cleanly, with 
a long first gear, and the overall impression is a car that will demand 
the respect and 100% commitment of its driver. On the move it’s a 
symphony of transmission noise, and Chris tells us that it’s pretty 
bloody loud in there when you’re up to speed, not to mention the 
hard suspension, rapid acceleration and the massive brakes that 
practically lift the back of the car off the ground on full stomp. We 
can tell that he’s itching to give it a proper blast, with hopes being 
high of running it in some hillclimbs and local rallies this summer. 
We look forward to seeing it on full throttle very soon.

Club Membership…
 Chris is a member of both the Irish Mini Owners Club and 
the Carrick-On-Suir Motor Club; for further information, log onto www.
irishminis.ie and www.carrickonsuirmotorclub.com.

The very capable suspension setup runs to a wide-track front end and an alloy rear beam and trailing arms. Both feature AVO coilovers and KAD anti-roll 
bars, as well as KAD discs. On sticky racing tyres, just thinking about how this Mini will corner makes my neck tired.

Thanks to some eye-catching graphics this Mini will make a great rolling 
advertisement for Chris’ business, as well as meeting his need for speed.

Contact…
 Chris is proprietor of Waterford Mini Restoration, and restores 
all types of classic car, but with a specialisation in Minis. For further 
details, give him a call on 087 6807112 or see their Facebook page 
under ‘Waterford-Mini-Restoration’.

As well as the spare wheel, the boot hosts the fuel filter, two Facet pumps 
and plenty of braided/anodised fittings.
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a long first gear, and the overall impression is a car that will demand 
the respect and 100% commitment of its driver. On the move it’s a 
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practically lift the back of the car off the ground on full stomp. We 
can tell that he’s itching to give it a proper blast, with hopes being 
high of running it in some hillclimbs and local rallies this summer. 
We look forward to seeing it on full throttle very soon.

Club Membership…
 Chris is a member of both the Irish Mini Owners Club and 
the Carrick-On-Suir Motor Club; for further information, log onto www.
irishminis.ie and www.carrickonsuirmotorclub.com.

The very capable suspension setup runs to a wide-track front end and an alloy rear beam and trailing arms. Both feature AVO coilovers and KAD anti-roll 
bars, as well as KAD discs. On sticky racing tyres, just thinking about how this Mini will corner makes my neck tired.

Thanks to some eye-catching graphics this Mini will make a great rolling 
advertisement for Chris’ business, as well as meeting his need for speed.

Contact…
 Chris is proprietor of Waterford Mini Restoration, and restores 
all types of classic car, but with a specialisation in Minis. For further 
details, give him a call on 087 6807112 or see their Facebook page 
under ‘Waterford-Mini-Restoration’.

As well as the spare wheel, the boot hosts the fuel filter, two Facet pumps 
and plenty of braided/anodised fittings.
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Irish Vintage Scene is Ireland’s leading old vehicle magazine, packed each month 
with features, event reports, club news, car histories and lots, lots more. To get 
your hands on the current issue of Irish Vintage Scene, check out your local 
newsagent or click BELOW to buy online!

See what’s in the current issue HERE

www.irishvintagescene.ie

https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/whats-in-issue-167-april-2020/
https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/whats-in-issue-167-april-2020/

