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Welcome to Irish Vintage Scene’s dip
into the archives. In this free online
magazine we go back in time to pick
out some of our readers’ favourite
features from our fourteen-year
history, as well as looking at a fondly-
remembered event from the past,
and a competition too. We will notify
you every time each new ‘From the
Archives’' becomes available, and will
email you a convenient link to this free
read, so you'll never miss an issue.
Thanks for reading,
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Thomas Heavey, Managing Editor.
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Put your car-spotting skills to the test here, by telling us what kind
of car this is! The winner will be picked at random from the correct
entries received, and will win a year’s subscription to Irish Vintage
Scene. Simply click to enter! (Winner announced Friday 10th July)
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Paddy is a member of the Celtic Old Vehicle Owners’ Club.

Despite its movie-star
looks and well-proven
mechanicals, the Ford
Consul Capri was a
rare sales flop for Ford.
Nowadays however, its
style and rarity have
made it a real classic.
Here, Paddy O’Rourke
tells us all about his
stunning 1962 example,
and the lengths he went
to during the restoration.

In 1961 Ford introduced the Consul Classic
109E, the styling of which was different to
anything else on Irish roads at the time. It
screamed Americana even though it was a
British design, and its predecessors like the
Prefect and Mkl Consul were instantly left
decades behind. The Anglia 105E had introduced
the reverse raked rear window to this side of

the Atlantic two years earlier and the Classic
followed suit, and this feature, combined with
its prominent rear fins and generous chrome
embellishments, made it the perfect car for the
driver who wanted to be noticed. Later that year
Ford added the Consul Capri 116E to its range;
basically a sportier version of the Classic, the
two-seater Capri dispensed with the reverse
raked window and featured a sloping rear screen
to complement its low, flowing roof. Both the
Classic and Capri had disc brakes on the front
coupled to McPherson struts; a first for Ford, and
ahead of most of its competitors at the time.

The first cars came with a 1,340cc three main-
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The stylish red and white interior of the car is simply stunning, and is accentuated by the pillarless side windows.
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bearing hollow crankshaft, and although this was
used successfully in the smaller Anglia Kent unit, it
proved to be a weak link in the larger 109E engine.
Later cars were fitted with 1,498 cc engines with an
improved five main-bearing solid crank, and these
units proved very reliable and later became the basis
for the highly successful Lotus Twin cam engine, as
raced in the Cortina. Production of the Classic ceased
with the introduction of the Cortina in 1963, but the
Capri continued for another year, by the end of which
a total of around 20,000 units had been produced.
The GT model, introduced in February 63, had a
tuned high compression engine with a twin-choke
Weber carburettor, four-branch manifold and servo
brakes; only a few thousand of these were made,

but like the Lotus Cortina, many more are known to
survive.

Having once been to Lisdoonvarna in a little Fiat 500
belonging to a friend, I had the dream to go there

in a Consul Capri. They had just appeared on the
roads when I first started work in 1961 and, young
and impressionable as I was, they were a dream

car to me. I’d always intended to restore an old car

at some stage in later life, and eventually I began
making enquiries. Upon mentioning the word ‘Capri’
I was mostly met with “T used to drive one of those
in the seventies”, and after trying to explain to them
that it was “the one with the wings” I usually had to
give up. Having finally spotted one for sale in the
newspaper | headed down to Durrow with my friend
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Dr- Mary White and her son with the new Capriin 1 962. The car was originatly
.

painted Ermine White with a black roof.

At an advanced stage of the project, with the body structure back in one piece.



John, who is a seasoned restorer. To say that
the Capri looked sad was an understatement;
the front windscreen was missing, the footwells
were full of water, a makeshift Toyota rear seat
had been forced in necessitating the hacking
away of most of the metal beneath the rear
screen, and signs of rust and botched repairs
were evident. On the plus side, the car was first
registered in Co. Laois in 1962 and owned by

a local doctor, Mary White of Abbeyleix. The
vendor, a notable rock and roll dancer, was
selling the car to fund a trip to Graceland, and
so he was driving a hard bargain. I baulked at
the price, but a few weeks later after a bit of
haggling a deal was made, with the help of my
experienced brother-in-law Brian, who has been
known to make car salesmen cry.

The stripdown of the car revealed very little

that wasn’t depressing. Beneath the waistline
almost all of the metal needed to be replaced;
the front had suffered a crash, both wings were
loaded with filler, the door bottoms, floorpans
and chassis rails were rusting away, the roof had
apparently been used as a stage for Riverdance,
and the boot floor and spare wheel well gave one
an excellent view of the road beneath. My new
angle grinder worked overtime as I learned the
new skills of spot-weld removal, metal-shaping
and mig welding. Using a mig is great fun once
you get the hang of it, but welding upside down
is a different matter with the occasional spark
that ignites the remains of your hair, the hot

piece of metal that drops in your ear, and the
frustration when the hole you just filled in falls
down on the ground beside you. The solution
to this is a spinner or revolving jig, and having
seen many different forms of these at car shows
I decided to build my own. Some pieces of box
tubing from my work came in useful, and after
some judicious welding and bolting together
these gave me two frames which I attached to
either end of the chassis. This gave complete
freedom to work on the underneath of the car
and also allowed me more space in the garage
when it was in the semi-rotated position; the
best move of the whole job.

The Capri has a complex curved front section,
which was not only rotten but also twisted and
distorted from an earlier impact, and getting this
back together was the most arduous metalwork
of the project, taking all of the summer of

2000. My welding skills had come on leaps and
bounds at this stage, having used about 10 kg
of mig wire and several 6x3 sheets of 20-gauge
metal to rebuild all the lower parts of the body.
Replacing the roof gutters gave me a nasty
shock, when I discovered that Ford used quite
an amount of solder when joining the roof to the
rear pillars; a combination of soldering, brazing
and mig-welding eventually got them in place.
Things never go as quickly as one might hope,
and despite spending almost every night and
weekend in the garage it took nearly five years
to get to the stage when the body was complete
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I’d always intended
to restore an old

car at some stage
1n later life, and
eventually I began
making enquiries.
Upon mentioning
the word ‘Capri’

[ was mostly met
with “I used to drive
one of those in the
seventies”, and after
trying to explain to
them that it was “the
one with the wings”
I usually had to

give up.
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The car's engine and transmission were brought up to 1500GT spec
during the restoration, as the original parts were in poor repair.

enough to move it to my aforementioned
brother-in-law’s shed for prep and paint.
Initially we thought it would take about six
weeks, but it was to be another two years
before it got its final coat of paint. Brian is
something of a perfectionist when it comes
to body panels, and during this time I became
a master panel-beater’s apprentice, rubbing
and sanding night after night until my fingers
surely shrunk. Then we hit problems with the
front wings, which didn’t look right. These
were reproduction wings which I had bought
secondhand but unused, and no amount of
fettling would make them match the rest of
the car. In desperation I phoned a member

of the owners’ club in Britain, from whom I
had got numerous parts. This time my luck
was in as the man, who also ran the club
magazine, said he knew of two new, unused,
genuine Ford wings which he had only been
asked to advertise that day. As new wings are
almost unheard of, and would be immediately
snapped up if offered for sale, I rang the
vendor and agreed to his price, expensive
though it was. I had them within a week;
there is a God! New wings astride, there was
nothing to stop progress, and eventually the
glorious red and white paint went on and

the Capri could return to my own garage for
completion.

I had hoped it might be ready for the West Run
in Galway that year, but there was still a lot
to do and that deadline passed. The interior
trim had arrived in kit form from the UK,
which required plenty of DIY operations.
The old seats were stripped and recovered,
and I recovered a secondhand dashboard top
I had acquired from a gentleman in Kerry.
New door cards and carpets completed the
interior, but there was still the wretched
headlining, which on the Capri is glued to the
inner roof, and took many abortive attempts.

Brian had insisted that the wiring loom be
removed before painting; I’d like to say that I
marked everything but I didn’t, but being an
electrician by trade it wasn’t a big deal. The
brake cylinders, pipes, steering and suspension
bushes were then renewed, and the brake and
clutch master cylinders fitted with new seals.

During the process my daughter Aisling was
being courted by an Englishman, later to
become her husband, who clearly wanted

to make an impression on me. I had spent
some time trying to track down replacement
inserts for the front suspension struts and
eventually found a pair in England. Knowing
my future son-in-law was coming to Ireland

I arranged for the parts to be sent to him, and
he would bring them by plane on his visit.
How dismayed he was when two torpedo-like
devices arrived at his home! However, with his
future intentions at stake he succeeded, albeit
with significant interrogation at Leeds Airport,
to persuade officials that he did not intend to
blow up the plane. His longer-term prospects
were never in doubt after that.

With the deadline shifted to the rapidly-
approaching COVOC Norman Pratt Run,

the original 1,340cc engine was abandoned
in favour of a 1,500cc unit. My good friend
John, who had told me that this project would
be a doddle, undertook to refurbish it. With
great excitement I turned the starter and, after
a bit of encouragement, it started. Whilst any
sound was music to my ears after this long
wait, it wasn’t the music that John wanted

to hear. His well-tuned ear told him there

was a problem; the crankshaft end bearings
were wrong. Next came a frantic search for
oversize bearings, dispatched from the UK in
double quick time. With a couple of days to
go the engine was back in, only to discover
that the dynamo wasn’t charging, so I pulled
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it apart only to discover that it was knackered.
I chanced an old one from the corner of

the garage and behold it worked, but when
removing the pulley it shattered. Being a bank
holiday weekend most places were closed,

but by chance I caught the owner of my local
car electrical repair shop, who gave me the
makings of a two-part pulley. While in the
process of making a shim to allow the pulley
to fit on the dynamo the shim fell to the garage
floor, and it took longer to find it than it did

to make it. Finally taking the Capri out of

the garage under its own power for the first
time in eight years, I took it to the main road
where it stopped, and couldn’t be restarted;
humiliation in front of my curious neighbours!
Having been pushed back to the garage with
the help of my wife and son, the fault was
traced to a non-venting fuel tank. With Brian
on the phone wondering what was keeping
me, I managed to make the ten miles or so to
his house. Three o’clock in the morning saw
Brian and I putting the finishing touches to the
polishing, with about six hours to go before

I had to be at the starting line in Navan. We
made it though, and other members looked on
in bemusement as they suspected that this car
was just an illusion of an eccentric for all those
years, and who could blame them!

Since then, BCI 202 has been motoring
happily to shows all over the country and
collecting some prizes too. One of the most
pleasant surprises was at the Abbeyleix show,
when I happened to meet Mr. Billy White who
recognised the car as his mother’s, and he
recalled many of the happy times he had spent
as a child with his brothers and sisters in its
cramped rear seat. Shortly afterwards he sent
me some photographs of the car when it was
new and driven by his mother. Oh yes, and last
year I drove the Capri to Lisdoonvarna.

IRISH VINTRGE SCENE 23



r

J
PRINTMORE.IE

ORANMORE

WE PRINT AND DESIGN...
BUSINESS CARDS

FLYERS & POSTERS
NEWSLETTERS
LETTERHEADS

BOOKLETS & BROCHURES
AND MUCH MUCH MORE

FOR ALL YOUR COVID-19 SIGNS

[ [ ]
2m
>
(6 feet)

Please Ensure

Social Distancing

Social Distancing

Please keep at least 2 metres (6 feet) from one antother

T/A PRINT MORE
Unit D, Carraig Lair, Oranhill, Oranmore, Co. Galway, H91 KV8K

Call Austinon 091 388828 Email: design@printmore.ie
www.PrintMore.ie



http://www.printmore.ie/
http://www.printmore.ie/
http://www.printmore.ie/




From '

rh .1' . S r
=Arehives

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN ISSUE 36 MAY 2009 BUY ONLINE NOW!



https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/irish-vintage-scene-2009-back-issues/










Mg mArchives

PAST ISSUES

(Click to view)

Mitee “wmArchives [l e _=Archives

0PEL WRRCTT EPUFE »



https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/past-online-archives/
https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/31609-2/
https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/flipbook-3/
https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/31520-2/
https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/flipbook-4/
https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/flipbook-5/
https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/flipbook-6/

rrom '

RATCNIVes
ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN ISSUE 41 OCTOBER 2009 BUY ONLINE NOW!


https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/irish-vintage-scene-2009-back-issues/




*JJ;/ v J-l Sy / 1
‘L’,.:__/V—_‘_ljj‘[;__l__ R/BS

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN ISSUE 62 JULY 2011

BUY ONLINE NOW!

case I
is a bit of ¢

IRISH VINTRGE SCENE 68


https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/product/issue-62/













NEVER MISS
AN ISSUE!

~nD cUW & MORE!
msm[ KILBRONEY VINTAGE INSIDE: MOYNALTY STEAM TH I SWNRNS £ ASSIC SHOW & LOTS MORE!

RIS IRIS|

FEBRUARY 2020

RIS IRI

A RE DUE

MARCH 2020

ALLIS FROM D
AUSSIE WC FINDS N

N
—f
g
=
5
=3
2

12 ISSUES DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR FOR €75


https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/subscribe-2/

rJJr

EArchives
ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN ISSUE 34 MARCH 2009 BUY ONLINE NOW!


https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/irish-vintage-scene-2009-back-issues/
















r YT 05/
‘,r 3 A=

'\ﬂ 7Y ;. ,"1‘. ) e
AACveas

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN ISSUE 2 AUTUMN 2011~ BUY ONLINE NOW!


https://www.irishvintagescene.ie/retro-classics-back-issues/

Father and son
Donie and Daniel
have a long-
standing passion
for motorsports,
and have built
this Escort not
only to be highly
competitive, but

| also to be very
well-presented in
all areas.

The Mk1 Escort is a hugely popular choice for historic rallying
thanks to its legendary competition pedigree, but pack one with
modern-day race technology and you can take on the hugely
competitive Modified Class, as this recently-built beauty testifies.

t mightn't have had a turbocharger,
four-wheel-drive or an engine where the
rear seat should be, but the good-old,
traditionally-designed Mk1 Escort quick-
ly became a motorsport icon following
its release in 1968. The virtues of popularity,
light weight and easily-modified mechanicals
made the Kent-engined examples a big hit
in clubman competition, while the ‘big-boy’
Lotus and RS twin-cam-powered versions
proved their worth at the top levels of rally-
ing and circuit racing. Since those early days
the model has been in constant competition
development (despite successive Escorts
turning to front, then four-wheel-drive), and
today are still extremely competitive in the
right hands. The extent of the development
of the RWD Escort platform is perhaps most
evident in the examples running in Modified-
Class rallying; these might look like your
more traditional rally versions at first glance,
but it doesn’t take long to discover that these
Modifieds are packing high-tech gear that was
the stuff of science fiction during the Escort’s
production in the sixties and seventies,

Mk1 Escorts are a rare sight in Modified-Class
rallying, as most competitors plump for the
Mk2, making the example on these pages
highly unusual. It's run by father-and-son
team Donie and Daniel Lucey, who hail from
Millstreet, Co. Cork and who are both dyed-
in-the-wool rallying enthusiasts. Daniel has
previously competed in a Vauxhall-powered
Mk1, while Donie rallied and autocrossed
Mk1s ‘back in the day’, including one with a
BRM-built Lotus twin-cam, while also working
with many racing outfits including the Irish
A1 GP team; Donie tells us that the rallying

bug is in the water down there, as the great
Billy Coleman used to regularly pass the
Lucey home while testing his Cortina and
Escort competition cars in years past. "When
| stopped competing | made a promise to
myself that some day | would have a well-
prepared, well-finished Mk1" Donie explains,
“and thanks to my sons Sean and Daniel we
now have that car.”

Preferring the Mk1 over the Mk2 for its rela-
tive rarity on the rally scene, particularly in
Modified guise, the lads laid the foundation
for this rally car in October 2009 when they
acquired a rock-solid two-door bodyshell
that had only covered 13,000 road miles in
its lifetime, This was an ideal starting point
for the build, as practically no restoration
work had to be done before the shell was
prepared for competition. "l would say that
the shell took no more than a cupful of filler”
Donie confirms. The expert fabrication skills
of Paul Cusack were called in to convert the
shell to full Group 4 specification, neces-
sary to both strengthen the structure and to
accommodate the suspension system, and
an impressive weld-in roll-cage was incorpo-
rated featuring upright braces for the wind-
screen bars, a new innovation in safety which
we understand is due to become a require-
ment on rally cars in the near future. Once
the shell was caged and boxed, it was placed
on a rotating spit for soda-blasting, prepping
and painting top and bottom, as attention to
detail was to be a key element of this project
from the start; local painter Dan Barry was
chosen for his top quality work, as seen on
many other such machines in the area, fol-
lowing which the build-up could begin.
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